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The Red Death — A Metaphor or a Prophecy

Summary

“The Masque of the Red Death” can be called a theatrical story. The
narrative is replaced by “showing”, which is indicated by the use of the
word “mask” in the title of the story, the selection of seven different col-
ored halls and costume masquerade as decoration for the central episode
of the text. The disease with the name Red Death with its symptoms and
devastating power is very similar to cholera or the plague. There are at-
tempts to read the theatrical metaphors of this story as grotesque ele-
ments, or a projection of the sick body, or as a metaphor for social and
political convulsions. However, there are other aspects of this story — the
biographical and the real historical basis of its writing.

Key words: Edgar Allan Poe, Red Death, Cholera epidemic, theatrical
metaphors.
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Julieta Gabodze
Georgia, Tbilisi
Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature

Pandemics — Source of the Writers’ Creative Inspiration
(Based on Art of Akaki Tsereteli, Al. Orbeliani,
and Ilia Chavchavadze)

Summary

In the 19th century, there were widespread pandemics of plague and
cholera and, unfortunately, Georgia was unable to avoid it. The news-
papers published information about epidemics in different countries and
warned the population about the proposed danger.
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