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Marijan and Joyce from Aleksidze’s Room

Summary

During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the premieres of two cho-
reographic video performances took place in the Georgian virtual space.
One was Marijan’s Room, which told the story of one of the first female
Georgian poets, Marijan (Mariam Tkemaladze-Aleksidze). The other, Lu-
cia’s Room, was about Lucia Joyce, daughter of great Irish writer James
Joyce.

No doubt, the title of the video performances would remind you of
A Room of One’s Own, an essay by Virginia Woolf, but contemporary
Georgian Artist Mariam Aleksidze, through the synthesis of words, po-
etry, music and movement, made the works by Marijan and Joyce speak
the language of contemporary choreography from her own room.

Key words: Marijan, Woolf, Joyce, Mariam Aleksidze.
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Ketevan Nadareishvili
Georgia, Tbilisi
Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

The Narrative of the Athenian Plague as a Social
and an Intellectual Construct

Summary

A new stage in the research of the Epidemic narratives (starting from
the 1970s) implies consideration of epidemics as a social and an intellectu-
al construct. The article studies the Thucydides’ account of the Athenian
plague of 430 B.C. in the context of these novel approaches. The study
revealed that Thucydides’ story fits well Rosenberg’s narrative model of
epidemics and also presents generalizations characteristic of epidemics as
a social construct. Together with this the paper analyzes the responses of
the Athenian society of the 430-ies B.C. to this challenge as well as the
long-term impact the plague had on the various spheres of Athenian life.

Key words: Epidemic narratives; Athenian plague; Thucydides; Pesti-
lence in Antiquity
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