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Individual and Collective Memory in the Works
of Givi Margvelashvili and Herta Miiller

Giwi Margwelashwili (1927-2020), a German-born Georgian writ-
er, and Herta Miiller (1957), a Romanian-born German novelist, lived in
different cultural spaces under totalitarian regimes. Margwelashwili and
Miiller demonstrate the ways in which totalitarianism shapes individual
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human life and consciousness. Individual and collective memory are key
concepts in their writing.

The present paper focuses on the life in concentration and labor
camps and the tragedy of generations under totalitarian regimes as de-
picted in the texts of Margwelashwili and Miiller. The study takes into ac-
count the literary-aesthetic views of Margwelashwili and Miiller, shaping
the constellation of imagery, structure and narrative style of their fiction.

Key words: totalitarianism, postmodernism, individual and collec-
tive memory.
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Vladimir Propp and his ,Morfology of the Folktale“
(The Interrelationship of Functions in Folktales
and Medieval Chivalry Romance)

Russian literary scholar Vladimir Propp in 1928 published “The
Morphology of the Folktale” to study the narrative structure of Slavic
folktales. Propp focused exclusively on the abstract form of the text, pay-
ing particular attention to the events (or functions) and character types in
the tale. He argued that there are 31 basic functions and 7 character types
and that all folktales are created using an amalgam of these standard ingre-
dients. Algidras Jullien Greimass, in 1966 developed an actant model, also
called actantial narrative schema — the model which considers the action
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