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The Thorn and its Face-symbol in Folk Works

It is not uncommon for thorns to fall on a rose after the fall of
Adam and Eve, so that the sin committed by the first humans and their
expulsion from paradise will not disappear from the memory of mankind.
In general, the thorn is a drooping growth of some plants.

According to one Abkhazian legend (bats, thorns and thistles //
birds) we learn that the thorns spread all over the earth not for evil, but to
help the brothers. He begged everyone and everything to return the lost
merchandise to friends.

Thus, the role of thorns in the Georgian folklore is very interes-
ting it is presented as a symbol of overcoming obstacles and difficulties for
people, as well as a symbol of support and assist.

Key words: Thorn, Face-symbol, Adam and Eve.
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Myth and Ritual in Ossetian Folklore

The Ossetian mythological world is quite diverse and specific. The
Ossetian mythological sphere implies, on the one hand, involvement
in the process of the beginning, creation and formation of the universe
(“Legends of the Tsarsiats”), and on the other hand, those cult and ritual
processes of cosmic creatures and individual temples or deities equated
with them that are known for many individual characteristics along with
common ones (Nart Saga, Ossetian myths).

Ossetian is represented in mythology by rituals and ceremonies
dedicated to individual deities. Especially a lot of rituals are associated
with the names of the Mother of God (Mad Mairam), Vastirj (St. George),
Safa (hearth deity), Vatsila (St. Elijah), Avsati (patron of animals) and
other deities. Ossetians know Donbedtir, Tutir or other deities through
the various mythology stories. Certain rituals have been preserved in their
name, which generally express something in common with Caucasian
mythology. However, they are more individual and specific.

Key Words: Ossetian Folklore, Myth, Ritual.
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