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Semantics of the Concepts of “Life” and “Death”
in Primitive Consciousness

According to the outstanding Russian scientist of the 20th century,
O.M. Freudenberg primitive consciousness operated with “metaphors of
life” and “metaphors of death”. Metaphors of life reflect the suggestive
influence of one individual (or a group of individuals) on another through
speech, while others reflect the reaction to such influence — “death”, that
is, obedience or resistance. The study of the famous Russian paleoanthro-
pologist B.F. Porshnev “On the Beginning of Human History” reconstructs
a similar relationship at an earlier stage in history, between the ancestors
of Homo sapiens, when human speech was formed. It was linguistic rela-
tions that formed those features of the worldview, which became the basis
for the formation of metaphors of “death” and “life” later, in mythological
thinking.

Key words: “Life” and “Death”, mythological.
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Maia Nachkepia
Georgia, Tbilisi
Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature

Mythological Allegory in the Drama of Skalitsian Jesuit
»Catherine, Queen of Georgians...“

In Baroque literature the polar confronting systems, such as Chri-
stianity and Antique Mythology, coexisted harmonically. Assimilation of
myths occured according to the aesthetics of that epoch — myth was an
uncomprehensive source of a symbol and allegory. In 1701, in the town
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