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Short Stories by Guram Rcheulishvili and Their Intertextual
Connections with Fairy-Tales and Myth

Intertextual connections with fairy-tales and myth are vividly
seen in the stories by Guram Rcheulishvili. By using mythic paradigms,
the writer creates multilayer literary characters and impressively depicts
the struggle of heart and reason so characteristic of a man’s nature. In the
work we will focus on three stories: ‘Batareka Chincharauli’, “The Dance
of Demons’ and ‘Dumb Akhmed and Life”.

The writer breaks down the borders of time and space through the
mythological and folklore paradigms. Eternal desire of a man’s reason to
perceive hidden, unveil the mystery rises from the myth.

In the above-mentioned stories, the specificity of Guram Rcheulish-
vili’s narration is created by imparting of a mythical quality to time, so to
say by mythologization of time, by the simultaneity between the existing,
present reality and the world beyond. Accordingly, his heroes also acquire
the feeling of wholeness and the artistic model of unified universe is
created.
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Gohar Melikyan

Armenia, Yerevan
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography

Academy of Sciences of Armenia

Armenian Folktales in Russian Publications
of the 19 Century

The Article deals with investigation of the Armenian repertoire

e

in the multivolume ““Collection of Materials for Describing Places and
Tribes of the Caucasus», which was published by the Caucasian educational
district from 1881 to 1915, having released 44 volumes. The idea belonged
to K.P. Yanovsiy, and it was a great event in the history of the Caucasian
educational district. Along with ethnographic and folklore material
of peoples living in the Caucasus, there are more than 120 Armenian
folktales of all genres: wonder, realistic and animal tales. Mostly well-
known and popular plots have been presented in the Collection: stories
about a thousand-voiced nightingale, about a girl who changed sex, about
a clever hero, about an innocently slandered heroine, about an animal
groom, quite a few biblical topics, etc.

Key words: Armenian folktales, collection, repertoire, plot,
storyteller.
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