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Contemporary Mythology and Literary Fairy-tales

Nino Vakhania
Georgia, Thilisi
Sokhumi State University

At the Sources of Georgian Literary Tale

Famous Georgian figure, one of the representatives of Georgian
romanticism — poet, playwright, publicist and memoirist, prosaist-docu-
mentation officer, political and public figure,national hero — one of the
leaders of conspiracy taken place in 1832 brought particular merit to the
development of the 19" century’s Georgian culture, history and public
mind Alexander Orbeliani (1802-1969). Alexander Orbeliani’s“Tale of
Satan, or Night of Witches” is formal tale. As it seems the basis of it is
spread myth about witches. Alexander Orbeliani applied tale for preach-
ing morality and dissemination of national self-consciousness.

It is to be noted that Orbeliani’s“Tale of Satan, or Night of
Witches”chronologically was written before AkakiTsereteli’s story “Dev-
ils” and his tales. Fairy-tale character is mentioned also in other writings
of romanticist, namely in the play “Kind Old Man”. Alexander Orbeliani
paid great attention to folklore. A lot of folk stories are reflected in his
literary heritage.

Key words: Folklore. “Tale of Satan”. Morality.
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Elisabed Zardiashvili
Georgia, Tbilisi
Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature

Akaki’s Fairytale “Ghamura” as an Instrument
of National-Political Struggle

In 1875, the poet published his fairytale “Ghamura” (The Bat) in
the journal “Droeba” (N°66), and in 1880 he versified it into the verse.

By this fairytale, Akaki rebels against Russification policy of the
Tsarist regime.

In an allegorical form Akaki severely castigated all those who be-
trayed national interests and bitterly cursed those who neglected native
language: “Shame on him who would deny his mother tongue”.
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