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Elisabed Zardiashvili
Georgia, Tbilisi
Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature

Akaki’s Fairytale “Ghamura” as an Instrument
of National-Political Struggle

In 1875, the poet published his fairytale “Ghamura” (The Bat) in
the journal “Droeba” (N°66), and in 1880 he versified it into the verse.

By this fairytale, Akaki rebels against Russification policy of the
Tsarist regime.

In an allegorical form Akaki severely castigated all those who be-
trayed national interests and bitterly cursed those who neglected native
language: “Shame on him who would deny his mother tongue”.
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The fairytale “Ghamura” along with other similar works of the poet
of that period, made an effective contribution to the struggle for the na-
tional mood and the protection of the Georgian language.

Key words: Akaki, Ghamura, Russification.
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Nestan Kutivadze
Georgia Kutaisi
Akaki Tsereteli State University

Shio Aragvispireli as the Author of a Literary Fairy Tale

From the 1870s onwards folklore activities, translation and pub-
lication of recorded folklore materials as well as foreign literary tales
(Goethe, Andersen, Brothers Grimm ...) became quite intense in Georgia.
Along with that from the end of the 19th century, the Georgian literary
fairy tale begins to develop with Akaki Tsereteli and Vazha-Pshavela be-
ing at the forefront. Numerous prominent authors of the boundary of the
two centuries, including Shio Aragvispireli, are involved in the creation of
the texts (different variations) of this genre. Aragvispireli’s literary tale is
heterogeneous in its stylistic-structural terms. As for the content, the au-
thor’s works are full of artistically described social realities, philosophical-
psychological or mythological-folklore layers characteristic of his entire
creative work.

Key words: Fantastic etude, Artistic function, literary fairy tale,
Folklore.
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