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Healing Magic and a Viral Infection:
Measles in the Context of Georgian Folk Traditions
(Based on the ethnographic and folklore materials)

Mankind has been trying to protect itself from deadly diseases since
ancient times. Two directions of treatment have been formed: rational-
empirical and irrational-magical. They were closely intertwined, and each
action of the healer acquired magical significance.
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The article discusses the traditional rituals of Georgian healing magic
for treating measles. The analysis is based on folklore and ethnographic
material. Comparing the traditions of Georgian folk medicine with
the general cultural context of the Great Silk Road allows us to discuss
similarities/differences.

Key words: healing magic, folk medicine, measles, Georgian folk
traditions and rituals
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Iberia One of the Centres of International Trade
(Cameos, discovered on Samtavro burial ground Ne905)

The paper addresses glyptic items decorated with cameos, discov-
ered in a rich tomb on the territory of Greater Mtskheta in 1985, burial
ground Ne905: 1. Red garnet cameo with the image of a man in a gold ring;
2. Purple amethyst cameo with the image of a cupid in a gold ring; 3. Red
garnet cameo with the image of a woman in a gold ring; 4. Garnet cameo
with the image of a woman, in a gold earring; 5. Garnet cameo with the
cupid image in a gold earring. The existente oft he abovementioned cam-
eos in Mtskheta is a result of trade — economic and political relationship
with the Roman Empire. Cameos dated by the end of I c. B.C. and Il c,
A,D. According to the spectral analyses all cameo gold ring shanks and
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