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Christian Traces in Svan Hymnal Songs

In Svan trditional music the merge of pagan and Christian
substrates are especially evident in hymn-like songs. The paper deals with
the peculiar features of this stratum, that indicate to its Christian origin.
These are: a. The centonization, which is also characteristic of Christian
chants; b. Parallel vocal movements and synchronic type of polyphony —
similar to Georgian church chants; c. Function, structure and text atrophy
of the song “Zari” in relation to West Georgian examples of analogues title
and genre.

The paper supposes that majority of these songs can be presented as
simplified variants of the examples with chant structure.

Key words: Georgian Traditional Music, Georgian Polyphony, Svan
Hymnal Songs, Christian Songs, Zari.
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Folk Searches in Alexander Akhmeteli’s Art

Sandro Akhmeteli used to attribute special importance to the for-
mation of national theatre during Soviet system. National theater may ex-
ist in his theatrical searches only by applying Georgian traditions and folk
points.

Akhmeteli used Georgian folk (music, dance, scenography, saying-
quatrains) in his plays, at the same tima paying attention to mastering of
folk theatric forms like “Masks Theater”
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