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Georgia, Tbilisi
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University

Stage Transformation of Folklore in Georgian Theater
of the Modernist Era

(On example of Alexander Akhmeteli’s play “Lamara”)

Reformer of Georgian theater Alexander Akhmeteli was dream-
ing about creating “Georgian National Theater”. He set this goal even be-
fore joining theater as a director. He was writing: “Nothing can save us
from degradation, except national art and also national theater, we have
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had own theater and I hope we will have it in future”. In terms of “our the-
ater” director meant folk improvised mask theater — Berikaoba, which had
Georgian temperament and rhythm. Establishment of this kind of theater
would be impossible without national dramaturgy. “Lamara” by Gr. Ro-
bakidze turned out to be that kind of literature material, based on which
Akhmeteli could stage one of his masterpieces. Play based on mythical
story was turned into the heroical-romantic show by the director, which
eventually become a monument of Georgian intangible culture.

Key Words: Folk, Theatre, Modernism, “Lamara”, Akhmeteli.
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