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The article deals with the issue of formation and development of the philosophy of existentialism and
absurd and its influence on the theatre of absurd, which was established in European literature and culture
in 1950s. One of the goals of the article is the reflection of the absurd philosophy and playwriting in Soviet
Union. Works of Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Sartre and Camus are overlooked. Special attention is done on the

reflection of Camu’s Myth of Sisyphus in the Soviet criticism and literature.
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